Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 01448 182352Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 SS-15 L-03 DHA-02 ORM-02 
PRS-01 NSC-05 INR-07 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 DODE-OO INRE-00 
/045 W 

190754 103587/14 

R 1 8090 1Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 2226 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 1448 
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TAGS: PFOR, KS, KN 

SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN SOLDIER DEFECTS 

1 . ACCORDING TO FEBRUARY 17 PRESS REPORTS, THE MINISTRY OF 
NATIONAL DEFENSE ANNOUNCED THE JANUARY 16 DEFECTION OF A 
NORTH KOREAN SOLDIER. YI SOK MO, 17 YEARS OLD, WAS QUOTED 
AS EXPLAINING HE FLED SOUTH AFTER STEALING FOOD FROM A 
SUPERIOR OFFICER. YI SAID NORTH KOREAN SOLDIERS PRESENTLY 
GET ONLY 200 GRAMS OF THEIR PRESCRIBED 700 GRAM DAILY 
RATION, AND ADDED THAT THE NORTH NOW DRAFTS YOUTHS AT 
AGE 16 INSTEAD OF 18. 

COMMENT: ROKG HAS APPARENTLY DECIDED TO USE THIS 
LATEST DEFECTION TO BUTTRESS ITS CONTENTION THAT FOOD 
SITUATION IN NORTH IS SERIOUS AND TO CALL FURTHER 
ATTENTION TO ROK PRESIDENTIAL OFFER TO PROVIDE 
FOOD TO NORTH KOREANS. YII'S PRESS CONFERENCE 
WAS WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY KCIA. END COMMENT. 

SNEIDER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, DEFECTORS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SEOUL01448 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770059-1040 
Format: TEL 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770226/aaaaaxju.tel 

Line Count: 46 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f2937cc4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3279878 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NORTH KOREAN SOLDIER DEFECTS 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, KN, (Yl SOK-MO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f2937cc4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



